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By JOHN BARBOUR
Courier State Editor

No Loss of Spirit
' A itory dealing with tornado damage in Charles City that
was carried in an outside paper, ended its summation with this
rather cryptic comment:

"A tornado, when it touches ground, creates a vacuum that
causes houses and cars to blow out.

"In Charles City and Oelwein Thursday,
that vacuum sucked some of the spirit out of
those who survived the tornado."

Sacrilege!
That latter statement is about as mistaken

as It is possible to be and proves that the report-
er who wrote It must come from some other
area than Northeast Iowa.

It takes more than a vacuum to suck the
gplrit out of the people in Charles City, Oel-
wein, Maynard, Elma — or any place else hit

Barbour ^y Wednesday's tornado.
Storm victims and volunteers alike dis-

played the indomitable spirit that made Iowa—particularly the
Northeast section of the state—the great region that it is. I
anything, they are displaying more spirit now than before the
tornadoes hit.

During any crisis — local national or international — people
In this area have always responded with a fervor that woulc
make a Marine recruiter turn gi'een with envy.

The spirit Northeast lowats display in times of stress or
tragedy can only be matched by the sincerity with which it is
poured out.

Northeast lowans losing their spirit? They may lose their
homes, businesses, farms, yes, even their blood. But lose
their ipirit? Impossible!

The Iowa spirit means more than earthly possessions an<
runs deeper than the bones in the storm-battered bodies. Lose
their spirit?

Never!

Thoughts While Loafing
One company is working on a cigaret that has a tranquilize;

In it — you may get cancer but you couldn't care les! . .
Nothing is more annoying than not being invited to a party yoi
wouldn't get caught dead at ... I could have married any gir
I pleased — but I never pleased but one . . . My doctor says
have a persecution complex but he only says that because h
hates me ... We are going to be moving into a beautiful apart
ment in the hotel — overlooking the rent ... A joint checkin
account lets a woman beat her husband to the draw . . . All
the ildewalks in New York City run parallel to the ground . .
So we think we're civilized? All we've done is advance from
ahoeless tees to toelesi shoes.

SCENE OF DESTRUCTION - After
Wednesday afternoon's tornado &e lofty elm
and maple treei that one* lined Charlea
City's peaceful river bank were stark and
twisted, grotesque caricatures of what they

bad be«B. This scene looks across the river
from the, demolished Cedar Valley housing
project (or the elderly toward what was the
First Baptist Church.

ROOF BLOWN OFF — The Manual Arts
Building, where Charles City basketball
teams pJayed until cooctructkm of a new
Ugh school and gymnasiam on the south
edge of town, lost its mid-section to the
tornado that destroyed much of the city

Wednesday. Twisted girders that
the roof were polled from the building aad
now bang naked against the sky. The MM-
ing at kft is the Central Elementary School
which was also severely damaged.

Many Familiar Sites Gone

Memories of Home Obscured by Devastation
H. R. Gross: 'Unbe/fevafa/e'

Expected Crowds
Told to Keep Out

By VERYt SANDERSON
Assistant State Editor

Clean-up work is expected to
get a big boost today as hun-
dreds of volunteers converge on
Northeast Iowa's t o r n a d o -
itricken cities.

However, officials from the
cities urge all lowans intending
to sightsee not to come.

Oelwein Mayor S a m u e'
Mazziotti issued this plea:

"We will enforce the curfew.
"We urge all lowans not to

come to Oelwein today as
liightseers.

"There is a great deal of
work to be done. Sightseers
would delay this work and hold
up workers trying to get into
town.

Check Points
"The Iowa Highway Com-

mission has set up check points
as far out as 10 to 15 miles
to question all motorists at-
tempting to get into Oelwein."
Parking lots were established
around the perimeter o £
Oelwein where volunteers could
park cars. Volunteers were
bussed into town.

Similar pleas to lowans have
been issued from Charles City,
Elma, Riceville and Maynard.

damaged and going to need all
the help they can get. It's
unbelievable."

Meeting Slated
Kent Hutton of the Office of

Emergency Planning and other
officials of agencies involved in
assistance are to meet in
Oelwein Wednesday morning
and Charles City Wednesday
afternoon to survey t h e
damage.

At Elma, Mayor Clarence
Turnit estimates the damage tc
his town of 725 residents to be
at least $1 million.

"It's u n b e l i e v a b l e the

>een requested to attend othei
churches In the area rathe
han attempt to drive fnti
'harles City.
Congressman John C. Culve

announced at Oelwein yesterday
established fanners in Fayett
County will be eligible fo
emergency loans from t h
farmers Home Administrate
to meet tornado damage costs
if they are unable to find cred
elsewhere.

Culver emphasized approva
of loans under the program wi
be contingent upon passage
legislation by C o n g r e s s

cooperation we've received,1

Turnit emphasized. "Our gooc
neighbors from Alta Vista, New
Haven, Riceville and Cresco
among others volunteered in

transfer money from the Com-|jas^
modiry Credit Corp. to the
revolving emergency c r e d i t
fund of FHA.

At Maynard, streets were

EDITOR'S NOTE: Carolyn
Holcomb, a Waterloo Courier

itaff Writer, is the former
larolyn Jensen of Charles
lity. The daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Jensen, she liv-
ed in Charles' City for 17
years.

By CAROLYN HOLCOMB
Crourier Staff Writer

CHARLES CITY — This was
my home.

This scarred and treeless
own had lain peacefully for

more than a century along the
3anks of the Cedar River unti
olted apart Wednesday af

ternoon by the worst tornadi
n Iowa history.

It was a pretty city.
Graceful elms and maple

spread a canopy along th
landscaped riverbank and ove
[he residential district distric
The business district, thoug
somewhat ancient, was clea
and new storefronts contraste
with the old.

It was a happy and ambitiou
community. A new high schoo
a new country club and a ne
hospital had been added in th

uch to hear the music but
see who was there seeing

s,
Trees Uprooted

Thursday the park was still
reen but its trees, many of
hich had shaded the square

ay uprooted in a tangled mass
f branches, stumps and leaves
The popcorn stand lay

alongside the park — its red
aint stained, its metal body
rumpled.
We rode past tha Elks Club

where my class, the "Class o

years.
Backed College

Residents had backed th
establishment of a c o l l e g e

58" had scheduled its 10-yea
eunion for June 22. There wil
ie no more reunions at the Elk
Hub, for the building, once a
:tout, limestone structure tha
ooked more like a church tha
i lodge, was levedl
I had mailed my reservation

'or the reunion Wednesda
morning.

My ride down Main St., whil
perched on the fender of
tractor some 10 feet above th
ground, was s o m e w h a t in
glorious compared to the man
times I "dragged the strip" ir
my parents' car 10 years ago.

Cora's Counter, w h e r
Charles City businessmen —
including my father — ha

solved" the world's problem

windows, shelves a n di
ounter.
The creamery, popular slop-
ing place for ice cream
t had more flavors than

loward J o h n s o n ' s with
pecialties such as Dutch Apple,
jcorice and Pumpkin Pie),
ooked normal from the front.
Jut we turned the comer and
saw the back was missing.
A lumber yard, operated by

he father of another friend, had
een turned into a pile of debris

resembling toothplcki.
And then I saw my church.

Church where I had attended
Sunday School, w o r s h i p !

Roof Gone
The F i r s t Congregationa

services, potluck i u p p e r s ,
mother-daughter banquets and
youth fellowship had lost a good
portion of its roof.

My father had served as
chairman of the building com-
mittee when a new educational
annex was constructed.

Here I was married. Here my
first child was baptized. Her*
I attended my uncle's funeral.

There will be no more wed-
dings there for a long time.

Charles City has been all but
destroyed. The damage to
buildings can be estimated and

or much of the loss. Most of
he town can be r e b u i l t ,

although it will take years.
But who can repair, who can

pay for, the broken hearts?
Charles Citians are h a r d y

people who have seen and coped
with trouble before.

Not the Same
But even with new buildings,

insurance companies will payjto replace.

federal disaster l o a m , in-
surance fundi and outside en-
couragement the town that was
my home will not look the tame
again in my lifetime.

The trees thai gave the city
ita beauty will take 100 years

Many of the ancient limestone
mildings, constructed by th«
city's pioneers with material
quarried nearby, which gave te
the town much of its history
and its pride, are gone fortw.

But there will W a MW
source of pride.

The outside of the towm, tt»
veneer, its glamour, its charm
is gone.

But the real strength *i •
community lies inside and fc
the people who live there.

They will stay and they wfll
build. And they will find *•
spirit that will be their pride,

Charles City Li still my tow*.
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SUPER V/ALU

Ground
Beef

force. Two busloads of students!
from Belmond came Saturday.

"We had excellent coopera-
tion from Sheriff Percy Haven
of Cresco and the Howard

reported passable and residents which operated for a year and
were beginning the task of! then announced it would close.

County Board of
We should have

Mayor Mazziotti
workmen to have

e x p e c t s
all streets

Supervisors,
the streets

clearing the debris-littered lots.

open for traffic by tomorrow
evening.

Charles City has a dawn -Iplans at least a week or more,"
to - dusk curfew' in a 90-block;he said.

cleaned up by Wednesday."
Delay Building

Mayor Turnit also warned
residents not to make
commitments in any way,|0f the Butler County Historical
shape or form until federal of-jsociety are president, Ben B
ftcials can explain proceduresjweste'ndorf of Allison;
for rebuilding. "I urge all

i residents to delay all building

Butler County
Historical Unit
Names Officers

I COURIER NEWS SERVICE"
ALLISON — Officers elected

the twelfth annual meeting I standing.

But what was Charles City,
the town in which I grew up,
is no more.

vice-

Shell Mrs.! vehicles wereRock; secretary, Mrs.;oniy emergency
Glen P. Thompson of Shell 'allowed.

, i Rock; assistant secretary. Mrs.: niH
area, extending through the] Robert Misner, former mayor]Florence Tharp of Shell Rock- i

Belmond when that com- treasurer, Ira Cowman of New! We Passed the Manual Arts

munily was hit by a twister Hartford; curator, Mrs. EthelBui lc i 'nE which used to be Cen-

and won football games morn-
ing-after-morning over coffee,
was gutted.

Bakery Smashed
A bakery operated by a

The business district and friend's father, where we had
much of the residential area[gone for handouts after school,
was wiped out late Wednesdayjwas smashed,
afternoon by a furious and; The theatre to which I went
capricious twister that knocked ion my first date — we saw
down churches and schools but'a H o p a l o n g Cassidy-Tarzan
left taverns and nightclubsj double f e a t u r e — was

demolished.
The drugstore which used to

sponsor banana split eating
contests for high school boys
(and girls if they weren't
watching their figures) had lost

• La Porte Road and Mitchell, Wattrloo
• Cedarloo Between Waterloo and Cedar Falls
• Ridqeview at Ansborough and Fourth

CRYSTAL

I visited my town.
Begging a ride on an old

friend's tractor, I m o v e d
president, Hoyt M. Elliott or|through thc stricken area where

Sugar
Heinz or Gel-bee's Strained

Baby Food
Super Valu

Salt

weekend.
Insurance sources h a v e

estimated the value of Insured
loss in Maynard, Charles City
and Oelwein at ?24.5 million.
This doesn't include uninsured
property or automobiles.

Architects Friday afternoon
told the Charles City council
S20 dwellings and business units!

last year, agreed Charles City
was hit harder by Wednesday's
tornado.

The curfew in the stricken
area at Charles City is absolute.
Glen Haydon. executive elector
for the north central Iowa Red
Cross Chapter, said, "You just

Parks of Allison; assistant tral Grade School. It was there
curator, Harry Hill' of Allison; I1.£irst raet Charles City educa-
and historian, Mrs. W.
Shepard of Allison.

There were 23
members elected.

"^'jtion and on
'! kindergarten

were demolished, not including [don't move on the street at
should b ejnight unless you're a Red Crossgarages; 190

demolished; and 361 could bei worker or a guard. Passes can
repaired.

The architects urged
council to close some streets i issued."

be obtained from Sheriff L.
the|Lane, but they are

L.

The Butler County Historical ;life-

first day of
in that building

h n a r d i m e t the girl who was to be,^ ,
my best friend the rest of my Keefer' Waterloo, has accepted

the position of administrator of

Waterloo Man
Takes Post at
Sumner Hospital

Swonion Frozen

5-Lb. Chicken Dinners..
(COURIER NEWS SERVICE)

SUMNER — S a m u e l F.

Society Museum is open on I
Thursday afternoons from 2 to]
4 p.m. or at other times byj
appointment. The Museum is!the state tournament from the
located on the C o u r t h o u s e

;gymnas'u,m mj^& toP floor

As sophomores in high school
in 1956 we cheered the Charles

Comets basketball team to

the Sumner C o m m u n i t y
Memorial Hospital and the
Hillcrest Home, according to
Dr.

because of the danger of thej
demolished buildings collapsing.'

Cruel Loss
Congressman H. R. Gross,

rarely] grounds.
Anvone interested in hec'om-

that building. The echoes of our
voices are buried in the rubble. trustees.

Richard Haw of the ex-:
committee of t h e
Community Club of

Authorities have decided to ing a member of the society!™6 Manual Arts Building is ^efer comes o Sumner I
fidmav do so by forwarding sV™; iAllen Memorial Hospitalconvert the Charles Citv Collc«

dormitory
house for

into an apartment |per
storm v i c t i m s

Material for the conversion Is

so
year or $10 for a life

Keefer comes to Sumner from
in

We passed Central Park, the Waterloo and will assume duties

who toured Charles City and
Elma Thursday night and Fri-f
day, commented, "I never'
dreamed I could drive the full I
length of Charles City's mainlwas restored yesterday morn-
street and see such destruction.! ing.
The entire town is suffering a! Churches at Charles City are

to arrive this week. Rock
Water Restored

Charles City water service

membership to Mrs. Glen P.
Thompson, secretary, S h e l l Charles City, where idle af-

ternoons, were spent dreaming

New Hartford Plans
Graduation Services

.COURIER NEWS SERVICE!

at the hospital p r e v i o u s l y
handled by Mrs. Lawrence
Whitcher.

Blue Seal

on park benches while business
was transacted across
street.

For at least 20 years a red
and silver popcorn stand stood

NEW HARTFORD — The Jon the corner near the park.

Mrs. Whitcher has served the
thejlocal hospital as Superintendent

for the past 16 years and will

pretty cruel economic loss. requesting people walk to'Rcv. Herbert Shaffer w i l m t was a busy place always,
" church services today, ratherdeHver the sermon at the bac-jespecially during the hot sum-"The Catholic church in Elma

looks like a bomb hit it. Elma [than drive. Those wishing
was hard hit although they-at tend services are invited
didn't suffer total destruction come in work clothes,
like Charles City.

"Both towns

remain until July 1.
Mrs. James Nelson h a s

supervised Hillcrest Home since
its opening.

Keefer received his B A
'degree from Nebraska Westerntojcalaureate service 8 p.m. todayjmer Thursday nights when the

to ( in the school gymnasium. Imunicipal band played in the!University at Lincoln, Neb., and
i Commencement exercises will (park. his MA In Hospital Administra-

Rural residents belonging to be held 8 p.m. Thursday In the As high school sludents
are heavilyjCharles City churches have school gymnasium.

we
went to those concerti, not to

tion from the State University of
Iowa In 1K2.

Margarine
Texas

Carrots
Farm Fresh

Eggs . .
Fresh from Our Bakery
CINNAMON

Sticks . . I
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